ADR SECTION MEETING AGENDA – January 15, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. 
I. Call to Order

II. Review/Approval of November 2024 Meeting Minutes

III. Announcements:

CLE: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Breakfast and Day of Service, DSBA, Monday, January 20, 2025,  8:00 a.m.,  Chase Center on the Riverfront, 815 Justison Street, Wilmington, 19801

Article:   Donald L. Swanson, Mediating Commercial Cases With Direct Discussions Between Parties — An Effective Approach, MEDIATBANKRY - On Bankruptcy and Mediation

Case: Young v. Experian Information Solutions, Inc., 119 F.4th 314 (3d Cir. 2024). Reversing the lower court decision permitting discovery on question of arbitrability. Defendant filed a motion to enforce arbitration.  Because the complaint did not identify an arbitration agreement, the lower court, Guidotti v. Legal Helpers Debt Resolution, L.L.C., 716 F.3d 764 (3d Cir. 2013) determined that discovery regarding arbitrability was required before a decision on the motion could be rendered. The 3d Circuit reversed because neither party denied the existence of the arbitration agreement.

IV. Old Business

a. By-laws  At their November 21 Executive Committee meeting, the DSBA approved the ADR Section’s proposed new by-laws. 

b. Speakers:

i. Confirmed: Jim Reiman, February 19, 2024
ii. Potential - Susan Guthrie, Chair of the American Bar Association's Section of Dispute Resolution for the 2024-2025.  Bill Johnson to make contact to with her see if she is available to do a presentation.

c. ADR CLE.  Family Law, Small Firm/Solo and ADR Sections will likely co-host a CLE.  Date is March 7, 2025.  Will take place at the Blue Coats Field House.  Speaker needed.  Focus on material relevant to all three sections.

d. Kimmel/Thynge Award – Bar Journal announcement to be placed.

e. Bar Association Fee Dispute – Bill Johnston asked section members to consider volunteering to serve as mediators. 

V. New Business

a. ADR Fee Issue – Remote participation and jurisdiction related questions. 

VI. Next Meeting – February 20, 2025 @ 9:00 pm ET by Zoom

VII. Adjournment 
